
Designer Spotlight: Phillip Thomas
He’s the man behind the “Lady Lair” in the
world’s most celebrated showhouse. But
before he was dreaming of working
alongside esteemed designers to finish
the44th Annual Kips Bay Decorator
Showhouse, Phillip Thomas was on track
for a career in international relations as a
student at Georgetown’s prestigious
Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign
Service. Fortunately for his clients
worldwide, Phillip traded diplomacy for
design. Today, the New York School of

Interior Design alum is one of the most sought after designers in the industry. Fortunately for us,
he recently took a few minutes to share some valuable insight with the Mecox family.

10 Takeaways from Phillip Thomas

1. Whirlwinds can be Wonderful – Designing for Kips Bay has certainly had its 
challenges due to time constraints. Nevertheless, I thrive on challenges and enjoy overcoming 
them. I would do the showhouse again in a heartbeat! 
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2.  Storage is the Backbone of a Beautiful
Home – Without proper storage, homes can 
become cluttered and overwhelming. I can say with 
utmost certainty that storage is key to any and all 
successful spaces.

3. You’re Only as Good as the People You
Surround Yourself With – I truly never imagined
that I would be where I am today (Phillip Thomas
Inc. turns five this year). I consider myself lucky to
work with wonderful individuals of great talent and I
hope to grow with them in the next 10 years.

4. There is Always Room for Improvement – I
hope to continue developing my work as a furniture
and fabric designer. I have often created custom
furniture pieces and fabrics for my clients’ homes
and have really enjoyed the experience.

5. For Happiness, You Have to Love
What You Do  – While I enjoyed and
excelled in my studies at Georgetown, I
decided to change paths and follow my
passion for interior design. Ultimately,
happiness is what matters most in life.
(Georgetown did provide me with the tools
I need to be a thoughtful and critical
designer who can relay his visions to
clients.)

6. Move Over Freud! – I have always
said that if I weren’t an interior

designer, I would be the best therapist known to mankind. I feel that interior design has a
very strong psychological component to it. In order to create a successful interior that is a
reflection of the client, you have to really delve into understanding your client and what
makes them tick. The process of creating a home is one of discovery for the homeowner. It is
incredible to see where their journey begins, where it ends, and how the client has grown
along the way. It is a truly satisfying feeling to see their evolution.
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7. Libraries are Memory Rooms – I’ve always had a thing for libraries. Each book has its
own story and each of those stories has punctuated a point in your journey as an individual.
Each book is a friend and, on occasion, a foe. Ultimately, books are memories. What is better
than being surrounded by memories? That is what libraries offer. If I could only live in one
room, it would be a library.

8. Always Be Hungry and Hunting – I am always hungry for new things—always on the
hunt for things that inspire me, from fabrics, to materials, to furniture.

9. Good Interior Designers are Good
Copilots – At the heart of the interior
design process is a journey of self-
discovery as you start to realize how you
want to represent yourself in your interior.
If you’re hiring a designer, find one who
you would want to spend time with and
invite on your journey. It can be an intense
experience.

10. Be Your Own Best Friend – I
think that the biggest challenge most
clients have when designing their homes

is themselves. They need to allow themselves to grow as individuals. As with other areas of
their life, they need to explore and push themselves beyond their comfort zone. That is when
interior design projects come to life.
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