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On the Upper 
East Side, 

designer Phillip 
Thomas lends 

vibrancy and 
verve to 

a traditional,
yet utterly 

contemporary,
apartment for  
a family of four

In Living Color
Vibrant lacquered walls 
and furnishings anchor 
the living room. The 
tufted sofa, covered in 
Holly Hunt’s Wall to Wall 
in Ivory, is flanked by 
armchairs upholstered 
in Pierre Frey’s Khiva. 
See Resources.

BY CINDI COOK
PHOTOGRAPHS BY PETER MURDOCK
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tricky affair. After a first child is born, another (or 
more) often follows, along with the inevitable accu-
mulation of stuff. Nearly round the clock, it seems, 
clothing needs to be hung or folded, sports equipment 
stored, and housewares put back on shelves or in clos-
ets, all in an effort to maintain a semblance of order 
among the chaos. Which is why an interior decorator 
is often called on to run interference. 

Phillip Thomas, a neatnik designer and born-and-
bred New Yorker, understands the challenges a hectic 
urban lifestyle can pose to a modern family. “I grew 
up in a very traditional, beautiful house, and my 
mother and I were always decorating it,” says Thomas, 
a self-professed “borough brat” who earned a degree 
from the New York School of Interior Design and 
trained under decorator Tony Ingrao before launch-
ing his own firm in 2011. Who better to devise a safe 
haven for a couple and their two young children in 
their brand-new Manhattan home? 

The clients rang up Thomas after they bought 
a three-bedroom, three-bath apartment in a stately 
brick building on the Upper East Side. In their previ-
ous digs, they had been bursting at the seams, and 
although the new place was not huge, at 2,100 square 
feet, it came with a workable layout that could accom-

Creating 
the right home for a 
young family in New 
York City can be a

Warm Welcome
The entry (above) 
features mirrored walls, 
an Arteriors bench, 
and a 1950s pendant 
light. In a corner of the 
living room (opposite), a 
mixed-media painting 
hangs above a metal 
Fez buffet from Jayson 

Home. A Flessas Design 
gilt-wood mirror and 
Vaughan Icarus sconce 
are mounted above the 
Chesney’s mantel. The 
black-and-gold ceramic 
stool is from Made 
Goods, and the area rug 
is from Misha Carpet. 
See Resources.
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“ The 
family has 
an energy 
that’s very  
colorful and 
enthusiastic”

Detail Oriented
Hand-painted decorative 
strips amplify the Phillip 
Jeffries hemp wall covering 
in the dining room 
(this page); the custom 
chandelier is by Lou Blass. 
Custom armchairs in the 
library (opposite top left and 
bottom) are upholstered in 
Schumacher’s Hothouse 
Flowers in Spark. Calligaris 
stools sit at a built-in 
breakfast table in the 
kitchen (opposite top right). 
See Resources.
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modate a family of four. “It had a great floor plan,” 
Thomas recounts, “but I wanted to achieve the 
right sight lines from room to room.” 

A gut job ensued. Function (flow, lots of 
storage) was key, as was a warm environment. 
Absolutes included a family room, a powder room, 
and a home office. “The family has an energy that’s 
very colorful and enthusiastic,” Thomas says, “and 
that had to be reflected in the space.” Accordingly, 
Thomas incorporated bold colors throughout, such 
as a bright apple green in the living room and a 
chalky blue in the library, then reined them in 
with subtler prints and grass cloths. 

Call it contemporary-meets-classic. “Even the 
most modern space is rooted in the past,” says the 
designer, who commissioned a dazzling custom 
chandelier that enhances, rather than overpow-
ers, the warm, inviting dining room’s antique 
table and Lucite cane dining chairs. (“I wanted it 
to be substantial, but not dominate the space.”) 
Further statement-makers include an impressive 
collection of art, though Thomas cautions that 
“art should be art. It doesn’t necessarily need to 
match the interiors.” The clients, he adds, were 
fully involved in the process, “refining things fur-
ther and creating specific schemes for each room 
as we went along. It’s so much fun to look at 
where you start with a client, and then see where 
you end up.” ✹
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Sleeping Quarters
The master bedroom 
(this page) includes an 
armchair upholstered 
in Colefax and 
Fowler’s Malabar in 
Aqua and a side table 
from Made Goods. 
The boys’ bathroom 
(opposite top left) 
features a splatter 
wall covering from 
Hinson & Company. 
In one son’s 
bedroom (opposite 
top right), Bungalow 
5 bedside tables and 
lamps flank a bed 
dressed in linens 
from Pottery Barn; 
in the other son’s 
bedroom (opposite 
bottom), sconces 
from Plantation hang 
on a headboard 
upholstered in a 
Romo fabric. See 
Resources. 


